
The English-Speaking Union, Boston Branch and co-sponsor: The Boston Athenaeum  

Cordially Invites you to attend a Book Talk 
with Professor Lynne Murphy 

Author of “The Prodigal Tongue 
The Love-Hate Relationship between American and British English” 

 
THE EVENT WILL TAKE PLACE AT: 

 

The Boston Athenaeum 
10 1/2 Beacon Street 

Boston, MA 
 

Monday, May 13, 2019 
from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM 

 
 

Description:  Lynne Murphy explores the special relationship (and sibling rivalry) between English on both sides of the Atlantic.  
As an American linguist teaching in England, she is in a unique position to analyze the ever-evolving English language  

and unravel the prejudices, stereotypes, and insecurities that shape our attitudes toward it.  
 

With great humor and new insights, Murphy looks at the social, political and linguistic forces that have driven American and British  
English apart; why British and American accents are diverging further from each other, and what different things we mean when we  
say estate, frown, or middle class. Is anyone winning this war of the words? Will Yanks and Brits ever really understand each other?  

   
Author bio:  Lynne Murphy grew up in New York State and studied linguistics at UMass Amherst and the University of Illinois.  
She has taught at universities in South Africa and Texas and she is now Professor of Linguistics at the University of Sussex and  

author of the award-winning blog, Separated by a Common Language. As @lynneguist she tweets the U.S.–U.K. Difference of the Day.  
She lives in Brighton, England, with her English husband and dual-citizen daughter.   

 
 

Following Prof. Murphy's talk there will be a reception and book signing.  
 

Fee: $15.  

 

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________  State: ____________________ Zip: __________________ 

Phone: _________________________________  Email: ______________________________________ 

Number of Tickets: _______________  Member or Non-Member _______________________________ 

Guest Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Make checks payable to The English-Speaking Union 
Mail your check and form below to: Paul T. Boghosian, 26 Sharpe Road, Belmont, MA 02478 

 


