
The English Speaking Union—Denver Branch presents  
The Seventh Annual Dr. Howard F. Beckley  

High School Writing Competition 

How does the language of protest incite action? 
 

“Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth and compassion against injustice and lying and greed. If people all 

over the world...would do this, it would change the earth.”  

― William Faulkner 
 

Choose an historical protest movement & discuss how a variety of genres (songs, 

speeches, poetry, novels, essays, art) played a role in inciting action. 

If addressing a current issue, please base your essay on historical context. 

 

 First Prize:  $500.00     

 Second Prize :  $250.00    

 Third Prize:  $100.00 

 2 Honorable Mention Places 

Your entry will be judged on the following: 

 750-1500 word maximum              

 The quality and originality of your work 

 An effective and clear essay structure 

 Adherence to correct English grammar, 

syntax and punctuation 

 If you are using any kind of research this must be clearly and appropriately cited.     

Schools of the 1st Place Student will receive an ESU Award Designation 

Teacher of the winning student will receive a free yearlong ESU membership to enjoy all the fun ESU 

events for the entire year! 

Winning students must present their work to the ESU-Denver Branch at our December event. 
 

Students!  Email your essays as Word attachments, with your full name, school & teacher’s name, 

as well as a current photograph to the following email address by November 17th, 2017: 
 

beckleywriting@gmail.com 

Entries will be evaluated using the rubric below by a panel of judges including high school and college 

educators; and outstanding members of our ESU community. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjH9-L7oKXVAhVIqFQKHfuWCssQjRwIBw&url=http://www.allforloveblog.com/?p=10116&psig=AFQjCNHCwMO_fi5Ea-QV8nYC4FtuDty0Ug&ust=1501100371286814
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3535.William_Faulkner


 

 

 Informative/Explanatory Writing Rubric 

 
Not Yet Approaches Meets Advanced 

1 (Not Meeting) 2 (Approaching) 3 (Effective) 4 (Distinguished) 

Focus/Controlling Idea 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2: Write 

informa-tive/explanatory texts to examine 

and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through 

effective selection, organization, and 

analysis of content. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.4: Produce 

clear and coherent writing in which 

development, organization, and style are 

appropriate to tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

I attempt to address the prompt, but 

my paper lacks focus or is off-task. 

I demonstrate little to no 

understanding of complex ideas and 

concepts related to the topic or 

text(s). 

I address the prompt appropriately, 

but I get off-topic at times. 

I demonstrate limited understanding 

of complex ideas and concepts 

related to the topic or text(s). 

I address the prompt appropriately 

and maintain a clear and steady 

focus. 

I demonstrate understanding of 

complex ideas and concepts related 

to the topic or text(s). 

I address all aspects of the prompt 

appropriately, and I have a strongly 

developed focus that builds reader 

interest. 

I demonstrate strong understanding 

of the topic or text(s). 

Organization (Structure: Overall, 

Lead, Transitions, Ending) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2a: Introduce 

topics; organize complex ideas, concepts, 

and information so each new element 

builds on that which precedes it to create a 

unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), 

and multimedia when useful to aid 

comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2c: Use 

appropriate and varied transitions and 

syntax to link major sections of the text, 

create cohesion, and clarify relationships 

among complex ideas and concepts. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2f: Provide 

concluding statements or sections that 

follow from and support information or 

explanation presented (e.g., articulating 

implications or significance of topics). 

I do not introduce my topic, or the 

way I try to introduce it is confusing. 

I do not organize complex ideas, 

concepts, and information in a 

unified manner due to a lack of 

structure. 

I do not use appropriate transitions 

or syntax. 

I do not provide a concluding 

statement or section that follows 

from and supports the information 

presented. 

I introduce my topic, but I need to 

preview my points. 

I organize some complex ideas, 

concepts, and information in a 

unified manner, but I am not 

consistent and/or my structure is 

confusing at times. 

I use appropriate transitions and 

syntax occasionally, but I am not 

consistent. 

I try to include a concluding 

statement or section, but it does not 

clearly follow from and/or support 

information I presented. 

I introduce my topic and preview my 

points in a clear manner. 

I organize complex ideas, concepts, 

and information in a clear and unified 

manner. 

I use appropriate and varied 

transitions and syntax consistently. 

I include a clear concluding 

statement or section that clearly 

follows from and/or supports 

information I presented. 

I introduce my topic and preview my 

points in a clear manner that also 

engages readers’ interest. 

I organize complex ideas, concepts, 

and information in a clear and unified 

manner that engages readers. 

I use appropriate and varied 

transitions and syntax that clarify 

relationships among complex ideas 

and concepts. 

My concluding statement or section 

is clear and thought-provoking, and 

it logically follows from and/or 

supports information I presented. 

Development (Elaboration, 

Description) 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2b: Develop 

I do not develop my ideas fully, or I 

do not develop them appropriately 

to the audience’s knowledge of the 

I develop my ideas, but I am not 

completely consistent or some of my 

development is confusing or 

I develop my ideas thoroughly and 

consistently with well-chosen, 

relevant information that is 

I develop my ideas thoroughly and 

consistently with well-chosen, 

sufficient facts, but I also present 



 
Not Yet Approaches Meets Advanced 

1 (Not Meeting) 2 (Approaching) 3 (Effective) 4 (Distinguished) 

topics thoroughly by selecting the most 

significant and relevant facts, extended 

definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples 

appropriate to audiences’ knowledge of 

topics. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2d: Use 

precise language, domain-specific 

vocabulary, and techniques, such as 

metaphor, simile, and analogy, to manage 

topics’ complexity. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.2e: Establish 

and maintain formal style and objective 

tone while attending to norms and 

conventions of discipline in which they are 

writing. 

topic. 

I do not use academic vocabulary. 

I do not use any metaphors, similes, 

or analogies. 

Most of my sentences are short and 

choppy. 

My tone is not objective. 

inappropriate to the audience’s 

knowledge of the topic. 

I use some academic vocabulary, but 

I am not consistent. 

I use some metaphors, similes, and 

analogies, but I am not consistent. 

I have some choppy sentences. 

I sometimes use an objective tone, 

but I am not consistent. 

appropriate to the audience’s 

knowledge of the topic. 

I use academic vocabulary 

consistently. 

I consistently use metaphors, similes, 

and analogies to manage the 

complexity of the topic. 

I vary my sentence structure and 

avoid choppy sentences. 

I consistently use an objective tone. 

them in an interesting manner that is 

appropriate to the audience’s 

knowledge of the topic. 

I use academic vocabulary and 

precise word choice to engage and 

inform readers. 

I creatively use metaphors, similes, 

and analogies to manage the 

complexity of the topic. 

I consistently vary my sentence 

structure using different types of 

phrases and clauses, as well as 

different styles of sentences. 

I consistently use an objective tone, 

and I use it to build readers’ interest. 

Conventions 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.1: 

Demonstrate command of conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.11-12.2: 

Demonstrate command of conventions of 

standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

I make many mistakes in my essay, 

including run-on sentences and/or 

fragments. 

I do not use parallel structure. 

I have many punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling mistakes 

that detract from the quality of my 

essay. 

I do not cite my sources. 

I make mistakes in usage, tense, and 

sentence structure that weaken my 

overall essay. 

I attempt to use parallel structure, 

but I am not consistent. 

I have several punctuation, 

capitalization, and spelling mistakes 

that occasionally detract from the 

quality of my essay. 

I cite my sources, but I am not 

consistent, or I do not cite them 

correctly. 

I have some minor mistakes in usage, 

tense, and sentence structure, but 

they do not impact the quality of my 

essay. 

I use parallel structure in my essay. 

I have a few minor errors in 

punctuation, capitalization, and 

spelling, but they do not affect the 

quality of my essay. 

I cite my sources consistently with a 

few minor errors. 

I have few, if any, errors in usage, 

tense, and sentence structure, but 

they do not impact the clarity and 

quality of my essay. 

I use parallel structure to develop my 

points and build readers’ interest in 

my essay. 

My essay has few, if any, errors in 

punctuation, capitalization, and 

spelling, but they do not impact the 

clarity and quality of my essay. 

I cite my sources consistently and 

accurately. 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/

